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were tlie Puritans imitating the historians and
diarists of late sixteenth- and seventeenth-
century England, but they reported as prac-
tical men what they saw about them. They
were frontiersmen, and until it ended about
1890 the frontier was to beget such un-
adorned records; in its story the trapper's
curt sentences have always preceded the
poet's and novelist's romantic tales. Of all
these severe narratives the finest are, perhaps,
the histories, so stark yet so moving in their
implications of heroism. William Bradford,
first-governor of Plymouth Colony, wrote,
with Edward Winslow, a journal of the first
thirteen months; appearing in London in
1622, it became known as Mourns Relation.
Its story of "The First Encounter" should be
carefully reread by the modern pilgrim be-
fore he stands on the hill near Eastham, sur-
veying the lonely Cape Cod sands and waters,
hardly changed from that day when they
met the anxious gaze of Bradford's party.
Yet Bradford's most memorable book was his
History of Plimouth Plantation, describing
the colony from 1620 to 1647 and recounting
with dignity the events in the life of his
people, whether these concerned the death
of Elder Brewster, who was, says Bradford, of
a singular good gift in prayer, both public and
private, in ripping up the heart and conscience
before God,
or the slaughter of the Pequots, of whom he
set down: